EIHRA Training Days

We host a club training day on the 3rd Saturday of January, February, March, April and July. Starting in 2007, we have started judging and coaching these events to help the handler and his dog. This will allow participants to advance their dogs under a structured program. Following is a brief overview of each level.  Qualifying ribbons are awarded to dogs that achieve a passing score in each level.  After four such scores, a club title certificate declaring the accomplishment will be awarded to that dog. A dog may continue running at that level, but only one certificate will be awarded. We are here to help you and your dog be successful. We will work through any issues you may have getting your dog better prepared for next fall.   

Dogs of all age, experience and skill levels participate. Many will compete later in the year in AKC, NAHRA, or HRC hunt tests, but the basics will help you have a better dog in the field next fall. The club training day along with training sessions many members hold can help you and your dog(s) accomplish your goals. 

Several times throughout the year we will also provide training opportunities on upland hunting and trailing for those wishing to participate. No one is required to do them.

Puppy: This is targeted for younger dogs, but we have had dogs with no experience as old as two participate here as a way to get introduced to birds and throwers.  Here we are trying to develop marking abilities as well as a love of retrieving birds. The hope is to get the bird back to the handler, but the marking and fun the pup has getting the bird has the greatest value.

All of the next three levels are scored in these four areas on a scale of 0-10 with 10 being perfect. The scores are added together and averaged. When added together and the average is 7 or higher, a qualifying score is awarded the dog. No qualifying score can be awarded to a dog that scores 0 in a single skill or 5 and lower average in any one of the following skill areas.   

Marking. Ability to mark the area of fallen bird.

Style. Attitude or fun the dog is having doing the work.

Perseverance/courage/hunting. Does the dog show determination in finding the bird. 

Training. How the dog responds to the handlers expectations and commands.
Level 1: (preparing for basics or AKC Junior, NAHRA & HRC Started) 

Each dog is thrown 2 single marks from a distance of up to 100 yards. (generally much less) This is repeated for a second series. Dog must be lead to the line under control (a lead can be used and is recommended) and be steady till released from the judge. You can hold onto the dog if you want. The dog must deliver the bird to hand. 

Level 2: (a handling hunting dog or AKC Senior, NAHRA Intermediate, HRC Seasoned) 

Each dog is thrown 2 double marks from a distance of up to 100 yards. A blind retrieve must be picked up that is placed outside of the two marks. This is repeated in the second series.  An honor may be incorporated into one of the series. The dog comes to the line off lead, must deliver to hand. The dog should be steady until released, but is allowed a controled break. 

Level 3: (advanced hunting dog, AKC Master, NAHRA Senior, HRC Finished) 

Each dog is thrown two series of multiple marks. A double or triple. A blind is run in each series without limitations to placement. A diversion, walk up, or honor may be incorporated into the series. The dog comes to the line in control, is steady till released to retrieve from the judge and may be staged at a remote area away from the handler. The dog must not break and deliver to hand all birds. 

The 2007 entry fees are $10/dog for members, $15/dog for non-members and $3/dog for puppy. 

Some additional considerations are:

· Gun Safety is a Priority. We use blank pistols and shotguns that fire powerful blanks. These can potentially do much harm. Use proper gun safety at ALL times. 

· Keep your dog under control, usually on lead, at all times when not at the line running. This prevents a test from getting disrupted from a loose dog and avoids potential dog fights. 

· Run your dogs as soon as possible and go relieve one of the gunners in the field when you are finished. This makes the day more enjoyable for everyone and spreads out the work.

· Keep dogs heading to the line ready to run.

· Run the level you think your dog is capable of. Don’t get caught in the trap of running something too difficult. (this is a easy trap to fall into) You could end up creating a training problem. 

· We allow use of training devises such as e-collars and healing sticks, but we expect these to be used conservatively. There are many folks who still don’t condone their use and we don’t want to offend anyone. 

· When throwing birds, strive to get them in the same place every time. This creates a smaller area of scent. 

· If you want the thrower to help out your dog, let them know. If you are the thrower in this case, holler hey, hey, hey and run to the bird and pick it up and drop it when the dog is looking. Repeat if needed. Don’t help unless asked..

· Please bring a duck call with you to all training sessions. 

Obedience is a large part of successful gundog work. Make sure your dog heals, sits and comes back when called. This is best started at home. Our group training sessions are a good place to see if they will perform as well as they do at home with all the many distractions a parking lot full of dogs and people offers.

Feel free to ask the coaches/judge questions regarding your dogs performance or look at the scores they have given your dog. They are there to help you and your dog improve. They are instructed to coach you to success if you wish. The organized hunt test rules can be found at: http://www.akc.org/pdfs/rulebooks/RHTRET.pdf
http://www.nahranews.org/uploads/docs/NAHRA_rules.pdf
http://ukcdogs.com/HRetrieversRules.htm
The last thing I recommend is to ask lots of questions. Many of our members have lots of years of knowledge to share, but do so only if asked. There is no such thing as a dumb question and chances are, we’ve been in the same situation before or will be able to point you to someone/someplace that has an answer.  

Enjoy your training day. 

Craig Arians 

President EIHRA

